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Tofik K. Khanmamedov,
an engineer by day
and a violinist by night.
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16 Tofik K. Khanmamedov,
Russian native finds his life

in Sugar Land fulfilling

A combination of notes and formulas makes
this Fort Bend County resident standout. His
cultural adeptness and foritude allow him to
embrace any global community,
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Khanmamedov finds hi
Land fulfilling and energizing because
of itz professional diversity and cultur-

wner of his own company
and a seven-year member of the Pr.rt
Bend Symphony Orchestra, Khan
edov delights in bei
normal, hard working guy. It appears
ufficient, reliable, and trust-
worthy from hig scores of technological
developments,

“Thiz is the best country

in the

world and it is very well managed,”
says Khanmamedoy, who wears black
cowboy boots with pride.

His father, Professor K. M. Khan-
mamedov, was a well-known
His mother was a high school teacher.
He was the middle child of an older
brother and " "We made
toys ourselv

as children.”

As a lad growing up in Russia he

recalls beginning to play the vielin
when he was six years old, “My
ats moved scon after and | had sev-
1) |-l!u-r teachers in the school,” he
ex| . “One day, when 1 was four-
teen, 1 dn.uhd o arrange a meeting
with a very famous professor named 5.
L. Bretanitsky in Baku. ked him to
listen to me play and give me his opin-
ion of my patential.”

After listening to hiz performance
in hi. rtment he told me, *I am re-
tired now but I have five students and
you will be my sixth.” The elderly pro-
feszor gave him classes twice for
nearly 18 months without churg

K mamedov, who continued his
studics and passed the tests in the
only musical eollege in Bakuy, also self
taught himaelf o pl v the piano.,

“My violin pro
from St Petershurg
conservatories and 1 saw with my own
eyes the St. Petersburg consery
anniversary book where his
was mentioned among the students
ol famous professor named Leapold
Auer, whose list ur-ltudn.n:-um.hhd\cl\"
Heifetz, E. and many other
r\m‘-u- th end of thr

re

Khanmamedov quit music,

a technical university. “1 switched my
life to science and engineering. 1 only
played violin for my enjoyment, but |
practiced 1o Je

To become neer he gradu-
ated from Azerbaijan Institute of Ol
and Chemistry in Baku and continued
his postgraduate edue i IECTIW,
= I did research in the field of polymer
chemistry in the Institute of Petro-
chemical Synthesis named after A. V.
Topchiev of the Academy of Sciences of
S8R, Moscow and successfully com-
pleted the program in 1971 under the

of Azerbai-
Jan from 19711982 before he v
to Manchester Univers
poatdoctoral research fi
ar,
In 1983, Khanmamedov recelved an
offer from Gazprom, Russia, for manag-
ing “au]hu' Technology Development™
at the in All-Union
stitute in Baku.
“In a very -l||u!’[ time I developed sev-

oontinued on page 18
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confinued from page 16

eral new technologies, received USSR
ents and commercialized a new cat-
alyst and technol
af tale gases of gas plants in Orenburg
iHussia), Mubarck (Uzbekistan), and
it SC0W region),

In 1990, he presented o paper ot
the Sulphur-90 International Confer-
ence in Cancun, Mexico. The following
ar in Moscow he schieved the highest
antific degree (.8 in the USSR in

s
‘hemical engineering, and became the
firat scientist in the R with a de-

gree in the field of Claus process which

makes sulfur from acid gases of refin-
ery and gas plani
His invitation to America came
when he received a request from a tech-
nology engincering company in Dallas
te attend a seminar. "After hearing my
presentation they invited me to work
for them and | moved to Dallas with
my family leaving three g
family behind,”
parture date fell
19 [ the Coup of 1991, “As a
family when we arrived in Moscow we
could not get downtown where we had
hotel reservations. | recall the cab driv.
er saying that tanks were surrounding

focus -

Moseow 80 we stayed in a small hotel
outside the The next day they
found themselves seated in the airport
but unsure if they could fly to
“Luckily we departed Moscow on-time
and our friends met us at the Dallas-
t th airport terminal to help us
sotthe in our new surroundings.

After working for several American
corporations Khanmamedoy became an
American citizen in 1988 and decided
to establish hig own technology engi-
neering company in the Houston area

- TKK Technology Company, db.s.

“We are in the
censing business and our core busin
-d on sur p.m-nh-\l techne
FeTON .ll

equipment fo ation and the s

of commereial units and technology li-

censing.
W

] in the market of
the forme et Union, where | have
maintained very good and established
networks in the refinery, gas plant and
petrochemical industries, Ofen | pres.
ent papers al prestigious conferences in
Russia.

Khanmamedov holds more than a
dozen selected patents and has written
numerous publications. He has given
pres aC the world. He
speaks five languag

“When we arrived in the Houston
I began a search for suitable sym-
y orchestras and dizcovered the
t Bend Symphony Orchestra thanks
to the Internet. I have played with the
FBSO since 2002 and | try not to skip
arsals in spite of very tough sched-

His wifie Alla is the daughter of the
renowned Russian architect K- 1. Sen-
chikhin. She Ph.I). in Chem-
istry and is an expert in the catalysis
field. She is emploved at the SABIC
Technology Center in Sugar Land.

Their son, Djavad graduated from
UT at Dallas, after completing his

rred

MBA and became an expert in telecom-
s Proj-

munications. He is emploved
ect Manager fi
daughter-in-la

] ience and computer science,
ide in Plano and are parents
to their two grandchildren Max, 6, and
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